
Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) – Dog Control

1 / 15

Q1 We propose to keep all five elements as part of the new PSPO’s, do
you agree?
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(a) Failure to remove dog faeces

(b) Not keeping a dog on a lead on specified land (see maps for specified
areas)

(c) Not putting a dog on a lead and keeping on the lead when directed by
an authorised officer

(d) Permitting a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded (see maps
for specified areas)

(e) Permitting dogs on leads in cemeteries.
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Q2 Please add any comments that you would like to make about these
proposals.

Answered: 38 Skipped: 32

# RESPONSES DATE

1 I think the rules around not letting dogs into tennis court areas in public parks (denes and
Stanhope road) are silly when those spaces are empty - for some people it would be a safe
and sensible place to let their dog off if it’s empty (penned in, no risk of recall issues).
Absolutely agree if the space is in use not to, but if it’s empty then I think the fine shouldn’t
apply. The dogs off leads needs to be better policed. I have a reactive dog and try to keep to
areas where it is on lead only as a result. Lost track of the number of off leads dogs that have
run up to her.

8/13/2023 11:05 AM

2 I enjoy seeing dogs enjoying themselves. I only have an issue with people mis treating them or
leaving their mess.

8/10/2023 8:37 PM

3 Don't go far enough. What about dangerous dogs and XL bully breeds having to wear muzzles 8/10/2023 3:10 PM

4 I strongly agree with dogs on leads should be permitted in the town cemeteries. 1) Many of the
town cemeteries like North Cemetery or East Cemetery provide connecting shortcuts &
footpaths to the local areas. Prohibiting people with dogs from these areas could seriously
impact peoples lives and would probably increase car journeys. 2) People should be able to
take much loved pets to visit loved ones graves. This can bring comfortable to the family
grieving including the dog, as they will pick up on the mood of their owners. With regard to
permitting dogs to enter land from which dogs are normally excluded, I strongly agree that
dogs should continue to be prohibited from schools and children's play areas. Although I do
agree that sports recreation areas and parkland fields should be dog friendly.

8/7/2023 1:54 PM

5 Alot if older people walk to cemetery with perhaps their only companion. If the dog is on a lead
it is an unnecessary restriction and unjustified.

8/5/2023 9:03 PM

6 Dogs should be allowed to visit cemeteries whilst on a lead. They are a huge part of the family,
and grieving process. To not permit can cause a lot of distress and upset. I do not agree with
not permitting them

8/5/2023 6:58 PM

7 1. play area gates in many areas have been standing open for long periods of time, thus
allowing in dogs who then scare the children. Can these gates be repaired/replaced
immediately they are reported. The cctv camera operatives never seem to call out the dog
warden when dogs are in the play areas. 2. The dogs in cemeteries are being allowed to
wander over graves whether on or off leads -walkers with long leads on their dogs should know
they should be on short leads by law in cemeteries - or they should all be banned. Far too
many disrespectfully allow dogs to urinate around gravestones that is appalling, but leaving
faeces is too. For those who bag it and bin it, the cemetery baskets are not suitable. The poor
workers must dread strimming the grass ! There are not enough officers POLICING the laws.

8/5/2023 2:08 PM

8 I feel that the rise in dangerous dog incidents and lack of respect, by dog owners, in public
spaces, is getting silly. There are times that I’m afraid for my children’s safety when we walk
down a street now.

8/4/2023 6:11 PM

9 I live in Wildair close west park and last year went into the park with my granddaughter when a
lady with two dogs not on leads ran up to her she was petrified I asked the lady to put them on
leads as she is frightened only to get verbal abuse we won’t go again even though we pay the
levy .

8/4/2023 3:40 PM

10 I live in Middleton St George and the amount of dog feaces I see is unbelievable how are you
going to keep on top of it here maybe add more bins but more needs to be done

8/4/2023 1:51 PM

11 Observed numerous dogs allowed off leads in cemeteries, increase in dog mess, dogs
urinating on gravestones.

8/4/2023 12:07 PM

12 More important things for you to worry about than people walking their dogs. 8/4/2023 11:29 AM
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13 If a dog is on a lead in a cemetery I don't see the potential for harm or damage? Often
cemeteries are a great place to walk round if you are looking for somewhere quiet and know
your dog won't be approached by an off lead dog, this is particularly pertinent to rescue dogs

8/4/2023 10:23 AM

14 Dogs should always be on a lead in public places and should not be allowed in cemeteries
whether on a lead or not.

8/3/2023 6:22 PM

15 As I couldn’t access the map, I can’t comment on the ‘areas’ where dog should be put on a
lead. As for the other points any law abiding citizen would follow those. There is no one to
police the rules though.

8/2/2023 8:42 PM

16 I am professional dog walker and I live and work in Darlington. Whilst I agree with the 5 areas
you have previously outlined, I would like to make one point. I would ask is that if you are
thinking of introducing limits to the number of dogs any individual can walk (like has been
brought in to other areas) please consider the nature and location that people are walking their
dogs too rather than a fixed number, one size does not fit all. I walk various size groups
depending on the breeds and their temperament as well as where I walk them. There are some
fantastic companies in Darlington who offer secure fields for private hire. I, along with many
other local professionals, use these fields so that we can take bigger groups than we would in
a public space, whilst enjoying the safety of an enclosed environment and the great facilities
provided. Introducing sweeping limits would greatly affect dog walking professional who take
extreme care with the safety other their dogs as well as these small businesses who do a
fantastic job. These secure fields offer a safe space for people to take their dogs that may
have reactivity or recall issues and by driving professionals away who book regularly, this may
lead to these businesses being unable to continue offering their services to individuals which
means these dogs with special needs, are forced into public spaces which could have negative
consequences for the dog, their owners and the wider public if incidents were to occur.
Incidents that could be avoided if these safe spaces are supported rather than limited.

7/29/2023 2:49 PM

17 As a responsible dog owner I fully support these elements of the PSPO. My concern is how
they are implemented, it seems many dog owners flout these rules, dogs off leads and faeces
not picked up. Are there enough staff to 'police' these rules.

7/29/2023 7:39 AM

18 There should be no reason that a dog shouldn't be allowed to walk in cemeteries (on lead only).
These spaces are enjoyed by many as areas of natural beauty as well as visiting loved ones
and provided dogs remain in control and on lead with all waste picked up there's no reason
they shouldn't be able to enjoy these spaces too.

7/27/2023 2:58 PM

19 I agree with these proposals 7/27/2023 8:33 AM

20 Excluding dogs from cemeteries is ridiculous. For many people a dog is a family member and
a support mechanism in times of loss. Correctly leashed, a dog is an entirely appropriate
accompanying support when visiting siting a grave. Indeed many dogs are better behaved and
more respectful than many humans. Just ensure poop is cleaned up.

7/26/2023 11:08 PM

21 Areas outside school entrances should also be included in the "on a Lead" scenario. 7/26/2023 8:32 PM

22 I wholeheartedly agree with all five elements included in the PSPO, but more needs to be done
to highlight and enforce the rules. There is still a diehard minority who do not pick up after their
dogs and others who walk them off lead in areas they should be on a lead ie town centre/rear
of town hall and formal areas of South Park to name two locations. Owners also need to be
reminded that not everyone 'likes' dogs and not all dogs are 'friendly' so should stop their dogs
running up to them.

7/26/2023 1:15 PM

23 It looks like many people have now more than 1 dog per household. This create even more
pollution in the town as many are not responsible owners.

7/23/2023 9:59 AM

24 How will this be policed. There are many dogs off lead in the South Park when not supposed
to.

7/17/2023 9:48 PM

25 I’ve ticked yes for point e, because I think you mean it will be permitted to walk a dog on a
lead in cemeteries. It’s not particularly well-worded. I am a dog owner and support sensible
policies about dogs, but feel it’s very important that dogs and their owners aren’t unfairly
targeted.

7/17/2023 3:05 PM

26 I can see circumstances where someone might wish to walk into a cemetery with dog. At
times that is perfectly acccepable. I guess the issue is, as always, a matter of degree and
control

7/17/2023 2:56 PM
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27 With an increase in dog ownership and also dog attacks then encouraging responsible dog
ownership is essential.

7/17/2023 2:47 PM

28 If a dog is trained properly they should be allowed off lead. I don't understand why dogs can't
go in playgrounds, school grounds as long as they are kept on a lead as not allowing them in
these places makes it difficult for parents that want to walk their dogs to collect children from
school or walk to the park. Surely as long as dog owners are responsible and clear up after the
dog and keep them on leads there shouldn't be an issue.

7/17/2023 1:21 PM

29 The current PSPOs aren’t enforced so what is the point in extending them? Every time I visit
South Park there are dogs off lead on areas that are supposed to be on lead only.

7/17/2023 1:06 PM

30 I agree with all of the above but cannot often see how they are policed. There are frequently
dogs off leads in the South Park.

7/17/2023 1:01 PM

31 Problem who is going to ensure that the regulations are adhered to? Tennis courts in Stanhope
Park used regularly as a dog exercise area. We've tried to contact the relevant body, by the
time the answerphone message finishes and the dog warden arrives in the vehicle, finds a
place to park the offender has left the tennis courts. Frequent appearance , walking round the
park, of those employed to ensure the regulation are enforced is vital. They might also come
across people drinking alcohol in the park. Regulations without enforcers a waste of time.

7/17/2023 12:48 PM

32 Clear signage ALL entrances to cemeteries that dogs must be kept on lead. Tennis Dene
should be on lead only as dogs are allowed to eliminate in children's play area. More on lead
parks for dogs.

7/16/2023 12:36 PM

33 All necessary still especially in the light of increasing dog ownership. 7/12/2023 8:20 AM

34 Having moved to Darlington from Stockton in the last year, I am dismayed by how much of a
mess local dog owners leave on pavements here. And also how little respect they have for
areas that state dogs must be on lead - South Park being the main offender. I have a very
calm and well behaved dog, who is always on lead, yet he gets charged at by others dogs in
areas that should be safe for us to walk as they have on lead rules. He then becomes upset
and gets the blame for being aggressive, when we've done nothing wrong. I wholeheartedly
agree that people must pick up after their dogs, that dogs should be on lead in designated
areas, that owners must follow directions from officers - it would make like a lot more pleasant
for us responsible dogs owners as well as non-dog people, but there has to be serious
enforcement in place. At present it seems very obvious that there isn't, therefore hardly
anyone takes any notice of the rules.

7/10/2023 5:47 PM

35 Dog fouling in this town is horrendous I would like to see more measures to tackle it you are
too lenient

7/7/2023 3:26 PM

36 Dogs should be placed on leads in the streets. As well as when other owners request dogs to
be put on leads to protect the dogs due to being reactive

7/7/2023 10:55 AM

37 Well thought out pspo’s protecting the people in and around the town, to note Darlington has a
great dog walking community of owners and the current approach is commendable

7/7/2023 10:09 AM

38 Places where dogs are supposed to be on lead ie South Park should be policed somehow as
some people don’t and there seems to be no repercussions.

7/7/2023 9:47 AM
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Q3 If you have any other ideas on how we can improve dog control in
Darlington please add them here.

Answered: 42 Skipped: 28

# RESPONSES DATE

1 “Dog park” spaces - penned in like the children’s play area in play dene/a tennis court would
be, so dogs and owners can let their dog run around/play fetch safely with barriers to stop
other dogs running up or dogs running into road.

8/13/2023 11:05 AM

2 If people have a dog that they know can be problematic they should have appropriate muzzle
and not be let off the lead in public places.

8/10/2023 9:28 PM

3 Dog mess is the biggest problem. Please remove the covid stickers from all the bins- they are
unsightly, unnecessary and should have been removed years ago. Please clear the bins
regularly and ensure there are plenty of them. Punish people who leave dog mess.

8/10/2023 8:37 PM

4 More dog wardens and dog bins. 8/10/2023 3:10 PM

5 I am concerned about aggressive and dangerous dogs or even just noisy dogs in some
locations

8/10/2023 10:09 AM

6 As a dog owner, there seems to be an anti-dog activist like campaign against dogs in general,
which I believe has risen in part due to the increases ownership of dogs after covid. And whilst
I agree that some of the concern is valid and I agree there should be restrictions of dogs in
certain areas of the town such as schools, children's play areas, etc. As a responsible dog
owner, I must strongly push back against prohibiting dogs from being off lead on all public land,
such as parkland. Dogs need exercising off-lead to be a fully happy and well adjusted dog. I
walk my dogs over Eastbourne & Lascelles parks, they have good recall and are lead walked
when required. If they were banned from these areas, my dogs would not get the level of
exercise required as I would have to drive to other dog friendly area for their daily walk. Some
people such as the elderly may not have this luxury.

8/7/2023 1:54 PM

7 More dedicated staff to patrol well used dog walking areas to manage dog mess. More dog
bins needed with more regular emptying. Ticsoac units in place to dispense dog poo bags.
More cameras to catch culprits and stronger penalties.

8/5/2023 6:58 PM

8 Dogs to be on leads in all public spaces. The amount of dog owners who who are unable to
control their animals and allow them to do their business and not pick it up is a disgrace.

8/5/2023 3:35 PM

9 You make it sound as though it is an offence to walk dogs on leads in cemeteries. 8/5/2023 2:08 PM

10 More dog waste bins 8/5/2023 1:03 PM

11 More dog buns up and down the black paths along west park, faverdale etc as you cannot use
the paths for all the dog faeces that are left there. I'm constantly having to clean the pram
wheels of it before I get in the house

8/5/2023 10:41 AM

12 The amount of dog faeces on pavements is out of control. Have you considered installing
dispensers in high rate areas that would provide dog owners with access to poo bags? I think
this might improve matters albeit the same culprits are likely to still not bother

8/4/2023 4:25 PM

13 Make all public areas that dogs have to be on leads or have cordoned off areas for them to
run.

8/4/2023 3:40 PM

14 New laws 8/4/2023 1:51 PM

15 Volunteer patrols 8/4/2023 12:07 PM

16 Public areas such as the South Park should be made areas where dogs are kept on leads due
to the amount of dog attacks and people who havent taught their dog recall. There are plenty of
secure fields that can be hired out if people want to let their dogs off.

8/4/2023 10:23 AM

17 1) Do not allow retractable dog leads as dogs can wander too far from their walker to be under 8/3/2023 6:22 PM
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proper control 2) Bring back some form of dog license to help pay for the policing of the
scheme and the emptying of dog bins.

18 Perhaps make more PCSOs police dog walking areas although they have no real authority
they could report back to those that have.

8/2/2023 8:42 PM

19 In addition to my point raised above, one thing that I have noticed personally and from speak
to clients is that when incidents with dog control occur, such as aggressive or dog attacks, it is
often difficult to obtain any information about the dog or owner other than what you observe.
Often because people are in such a rush to remove their dog and themselves from a nasty
situation. This makes reporting incidents difficult and often go unreported because people feel
they don't have any evidence to back up their claim. Too many times people only hear about
such things from social media which can distort facts. Encouraging people to come forward
with their experiences and the council using their own social media voice to make dog owners
aware of issues from a trusted source, would allow people to take precautions and be more
aware if they are walking their dogs in an area where incidents have occurred, rather than
these things going unreported. I understand that just one person reporting someone with a very
limited description is almost impossible for the council to act on, but if multiple people from the
same area all reported incidents then it would show that there is a bigger issue that warrants
more attention.

7/29/2023 2:49 PM

20 I think something should be added about controlling your dog, particularly if they are
aggressive I.e. keeping them away from children, other people and dogs. Dogs can still cause
harm if they are on a lead

7/27/2023 8:33 AM

21 Enforce penalties more rigorously when people do not pick up poop or leave bags hanging from
trees etc.

7/26/2023 11:08 PM

22 Publicised enforcement via social media, shared to groups that feature Darlington news. 7/26/2023 8:32 PM

23 The dog warden and enforcement officers do their best, but probably need more of them on the
streets carrying out patrols/enforcement, and perhaps more CCTV cameras with 'speakers' to
tell owners when they're breaching the rules.

7/26/2023 1:15 PM

24 I think people with dogs should be taxed more due to all the pollution they create. Darlington is
not as clean as it used to be unfortunately. Or maybe there should be a restriction on how
many pets you can own when you live in town.

7/23/2023 9:59 AM

25 More poo bins and poo bins emptied more frequently. 7/17/2023 7:07 PM

26 Limit the number of dogs being walked together at any one time. Again, a matter of degree - 5
small dachshunds would not be a problem. 3 large alsations, akitas huskies etc probably would
not be OK. Appreciate these things are diffiult to legislate for.

7/17/2023 2:56 PM

27 Controlling off lead dogs on pavements and through local villages. I've witnessed dogs being
run over, chasing resident cats in their own gardens and owners ignoring their dog leaving a
mess. Also the numbers of professional dog walkers walking large packs of dogs is
concerning.

7/17/2023 2:47 PM

28 Do you have a limit as to how many dogs one person can walk at a time? Especially if they
are off lead as it can be very intimidating when I am out with my little grandchild

7/17/2023 2:04 PM

29 More controls on breeding and selling dogs. Tougher fines for owners who's dogs are
constantly getting loose and running wild Tougher fines for owners who's dogs are aggressive
and out of control

7/17/2023 1:21 PM

30 Enforce microchipping when dogs are dealt with by the dog warden. More education on
responsible dog ownership such as press releases, social media campaigns and promoting
dogs trust courses. Work with minority communities such as travellers and Polish
communities to ensure that the requirements are understood and complied with

7/17/2023 1:06 PM

31 More waste bins in the Carmel Road area. 7/17/2023 1:01 PM

32 More visible staff in the public areas. 7/17/2023 12:48 PM

33 Too many owners walk off lead dogs in the streets. Some straying into the road in front of
traffic. The following should be enforced: Highway Code, Rule 56. Dogs. Do not let a dog out
on the road on its own. Keep it on a short lead when walking on pavement, road or path shared
with cyclists or horse riders. Road Traffic Act 1988 27. Control of dogs on roads. 1 a) A person

7/16/2023 12:36 PM
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who causes or permits a dog to be on a designated road without the dog being held on a lead
is guilty of an offence. On DBC website you have listed number 4 of the 5 Freedoms as "to be
able to get on with other animals" - this is not one of the 5 Freedoms. Should be 'need to be
housed with or apart from other animals as appropriate'

34 The town needs more dog waste bins and stronger enforcement of this policy, including the
keeping of dogs on leads on streets and in the town.

7/12/2023 7:01 PM

35 More litter bins, more fines and publicity about them. ‘Nudge’ and overt messages to make dog
owners take proper responsibility for their animals.

7/12/2023 8:20 AM

36 It may be easier to enforce if the whole borough was designated that dogs must be on lead
(including on pavements and in residential areas, not just parks etc.), with just some specific,
contained areas where dogs are allowed off lead. If people knew the general rule is that their
dogs must be kept on lead and they have to go to a specific place for them to be off lead,
perhaps those who claim ignorance of on lead signs would be in the minority rather than the
majority.

7/10/2023 5:47 PM

37 A designated dog off lead fenced exercise area in the borough would be nice. For example
there is an abandoned park in Middleton St George, behind station road. Dogs are not allowed
in however it would be perfect for off lead exercising.

7/8/2023 8:47 PM

38 Simply need more staff to counteract the problem 7/7/2023 3:26 PM

39 Dog walkers shouldn't be allowed to walk more than 6 dogs at once. 7/7/2023 3:20 PM

40 None, I couldn’t see any changes that would enrich the town. Apart from enforcement of dog
fouling being stricter

7/7/2023 10:09 AM

41 Keeping dogs on lead at all times in public places as some people just can’t control them,
hence the increase in dog attacks.

7/7/2023 9:47 AM

42 Place your dog on leads when families or other dogs approaching if they are on leads.
Prosecuting and removal of dogs from someone who repeatedly let's them stray and/or is know
for not controlling their dog and letting it attack other dogs. This should be a ban for life.

7/7/2023 9:46 AM
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Q5 Please enter the organisation name.
Answered: 4 Skipped: 66

# RESPONSES DATE

1 7/29/2023 2:50 PM

2 7/26/2023 1:16 PM

3 7/17/2023 8:17 PM

4 7/7/2023 9:52 AM
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Q6 Please enter your postcode.
Answered: 60 Skipped: 10

# RESPONSES DATE

1 DL3 8/13/2023 11:06 AM

2 DL3 8/10/2023 9:29 PM

3 DL3 8/10/2023 8:37 PM

4 DL2 8/10/2023 3:10 PM

5 DL3 8/10/2023 10:10 AM

6 DL1 8/7/2023 1:54 PM

7 DL1 8/5/2023 9:04 PM

8 DL2 8/5/2023 6:59 PM

9 DL2 8/5/2023 3:35 PM

10 DL1 8/5/2023 2:10 PM

11 DL1 8/5/2023 1:04 PM

12 DL2 8/5/2023 10:42 AM

13 DL1 8/5/2023 9:50 AM

14 DL1 8/4/2023 6:11 PM

15 DL3 8/4/2023 4:39 PM

16 DL1 8/4/2023 4:26 PM

17 DL2 8/4/2023 4:12 PM

18 DL2 8/4/2023 4:10 PM

19 DL2 8/4/2023 3:41 PM

20 DL2 8/4/2023 1:52 PM

21 DL3 8/4/2023 12:07 PM

22 DL1 8/4/2023 10:47 AM

23 DL3 8/4/2023 10:24 AM

24 DL3 8/3/2023 6:23 PM

25 DL1 8/2/2023 8:42 PM

26 DL3 8/2/2023 3:40 PM

27 DL2 7/29/2023 4:21 PM

28 DL2 7/29/2023 2:50 PM

29 DL3 7/29/2023 7:40 AM

30 DL3 7/28/2023 1:40 PM

31 DL3 7/27/2023 2:59 PM

32 DL2 7/27/2023 8:34 AM

33 DL2 7/26/2023 11:09 PM
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34 DL1 7/26/2023 8:32 PM

35 DL1 7/26/2023 3:41 PM

36 DL1 7/26/2023 1:24 PM

37 DL1 7/26/2023 1:16 PM

38 DL1 7/23/2023 9:59 AM

39 DL1 7/17/2023 9:49 PM

40 DL1 7/17/2023 9:32 PM

41 DL3 7/17/2023 8:17 PM

42 DL1 7/17/2023 3:05 PM

43 DL2 7/17/2023 2:57 PM

44 DL2 7/17/2023 2:48 PM

45 DL1 7/17/2023 2:05 PM

46 DL3 7/17/2023 1:21 PM

47 DL1 7/17/2023 1:06 PM

48 DL3 7/17/2023 1:02 PM

49 DL3 7/17/2023 12:49 PM

50 DL3 7/16/2023 12:36 PM

51 DL1 7/12/2023 7:01 PM

52 DL1 7/12/2023 8:21 AM

53 DL1 7/10/2023 5:48 PM

54 DL2 7/8/2023 8:47 PM

55 DL1 7/7/2023 5:08 PM

56 DL3 7/7/2023 3:27 PM

57 DL1 7/7/2023 10:55 AM

58 DL2 7/7/2023 10:10 AM

59 DL1 7/7/2023 9:52 AM

60 DL3 7/7/2023 9:46 AM
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Answered: 64 Skipped: 6

TOTAL 64
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Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) – Dog Control
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Q10 What is your ethnic group?
Answered: 65 Skipped: 5

TOTAL 65
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White Includes British, Northern Irish, Irish, Gypsy, Irish Traveller, Roma or any other White background

Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups Includes White and Black Caribbean, White and Black African, White and Asian or any
other Mixed or Multiple background

Asian or Asian British Includes Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Chinese or any other Asian background

Black, Black British, Caribbean of African Includes Black British, Caribbean, African or any other Black background

Other ethnic group Includes Arab or any other ethnic group

Not sure / Don’t know

Prefer not to say




